






27 January 2017




Dear Parents

I hope you are well and enjoying the stretch in the mornings and evenings so that “January cold desolate” (Christina Rossetti) is no more! Today, we are celebrating Holocaust Memorial Day in school, recalling a time of such moral desolation, in the hope that our girls will be courageous citizens who bring justice, nobility and peace to our world. 

‘School of Rock’ Update:’
Congratulations to all the girls who have auditioned for our school production, ‘School of Rock’. We have had the highest number of girls ever to audition and the talent has been phenomenal. Girls will be informed of the second round of auditions next week. Thanks to Mr Brookes and Miss Thomas for the hours they have spent appreciating that SPG’s got Talent! It should be such a wonderful production!

ATC:
As you are aware our Air Training Corps continues to parade each Tuesday and Thursday evening? The girls are now at the point of getting ready to fly at RAF Cosford. We wish them every joy as they experience that the sky is no longer the limit for a St Paul’s Girl. Congratulations to Petiya Edwards (10S) on her promotion last night to become Flight Sergeant Edwards. We wish her every happiness in this leadership role.

Sporting Update:
Congratulations to our youngest sporting starlets in Year 7 on winning their first football tournament last week. They overcame freezing conditions and were a credit to St Paul’s, bringing home gold! Congratulations to: Maria Turner (7S), Molly Dowling (7S), Rosie Kane (7A), Wezley-Tate Forna (7L), Bobbie Fenton (7A) and Hayley Gould7A). Thanks to Miss Priest for her excellent coaching of the Year 7 football team. Karen Carney (MBE) had better watch out and I am expecting a telephone call from Steve Bruce one day soon!

Congratulations also to our Year 8 and Year 9 netball teams for their excellent performances against Handsworth Wood Girls Academy where Year  9 won 27-1  and Year 8 won 16-3. Congratulations to our Year 8 team: Jessica Long – captain (8A), Joane Riley (8T), Meliza Labao (8P), Mercy Tshisungu (8U), Lily Feeney - Lady of the Match (8U)), Amneet Kang (8L), Roksanna Rzepa (8U) and Delina Tekie (8P). Well done also to the Year 9 team: Sade Graham (9A), Luella Coward - Lady of the Match(9T), Shannon Fullen (9A), Caitlin Carter, captain (9P), Emma McGuire (9L), Jassi Talavera (9S) and Jessica Long from 8A who played in the Year 9 team. Thank you to Mrs Weston for her excellent coaching. 

In addition, congratulations to our basketball teams who beat Bartley Green. 
Year 8 V Bartley Green   Won 14-4
Katie Tevlin 8T, Phariah Lewis Leckie 8T Player of the match, Jessica Long 8A ,
Leah Whittington 8U, Beyoncé Muojekwu 8U, Limwelt Santos 7A. 


Year 10 v Bartley Green   Won 26-6
Manuela Tinetcheu 10S Player of the match, Michelle Guta 10T, Shana Yimkem 10P, Ashanti Chauke 10T, Da’Channel Jackson 10T, Akeema SmIth Douglas10T, Tanisha Murisa 9S.

On the Hippodrome Stage:
Congratulations to Maisie and Isobel Hill (8U) who have been fantastic in their performances in Dick Whittington at the Hippodrome. A number of staff have been thrilled to see them perform and to see their confidence and stage presence. Well done to both Maisie and Isobel who have achieved this whist also managing academic excellence.

St Francis de Sales Book winners:
On the feast day of St Francis de Sales five pupils were chosen to be presented with a beautiful illustrated book of Psalms and poems. Congratulations to Celine Ante (7S) for her outstanding contribution to Catholic life, reading in Mass and at the Oratory, to Jochabed Antwi (8U) for outstanding effort and excellent progress in RE, to  Tania Biju (9U) for her graceful growth and conscientious altar serving, Courtney Wood (10S) for her excellent  enthusiasm and achievement in RE and to Stefan Ikhinmwin (11U) for her outstanding achievement in RE.

Jaguar Land Rover Visit:
On Wednesday 11th January, 2017, pupils from Year 11 GCSE Business Studies and Product Design spent the day at Jaguar Land Rover in Solihull.  They were given a tour of the production plant which allowed them to experience first-hand the theories of production, stock control and quality management that they had been taught in the classroom. Afterwards, in the Education Centre, they had the opportunity to compete in a simulation in which they had to plan and take part in the flow production of designs given to them, using building bricks.  The team that proved the best at this managed to create their product in one minute and fifty two seconds which was far more productive than the next best team who took over three minutes.  The girls thoroughly enjoyed their day and it is already proving beneficial to their learning in the classroom, especially when studying methods to +improve productivity. Well done to:
Marcia Pernes (11L), Evie Smith (11T), Elli Mitsi (11P), Kayla Smith (11S), Ellie Rouse (11T), Cara Clark (11T), Caprice Hussain (11L), Akayla Gilbert (11L), Kobi Sandher (11S), Shantay Douglas (11U), Florence Mann (11L) - Prod Design, Joyner Musoga (11P), Telma Thomas (11S), Anisa Ayub (11T), Noelia Parina (11L), Le'Mara Dover (11P), 
Sian St Clair (11S) - Prod Design, Lorena Lekgegaj (11S), Bethany Williamson (11T) - Prod Design, Golda Aiwekhoe (11L), Sarah Carrabin (11P), Sharon Ikhinmwin (11P), Kaci Boland (11P), Dorsa Asgari (11T).

Thank you to Mrs Ragg for organising such a successful visit.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Update 
The DofE Award was 60 Years old in 2016 and, therefore, celebrated its Diamond Anniversary. Congratulations to Mr Green, the DofE Manager, who completed his own Diamond Challenge over Christmas. His challenge was to run and cycle a combined distance of 60Kms over a two day period and, in the process, raise funds that will be used to enable the less privileged to participate in the Award. If you wish to donate to the Diamond Challenge please visit http://www.justgiving.com/SimonsDiamondChallenge2016 

In Year 11, we currently have 31 students who have completed their Bronze Award and have been presented with the Badge and Certificate; 29 students are still working hard towards the Bronze Award and we hope that the completion rate will increase to a record level for St. Paul’s.
In Year 10, we have 70 pupils who have signed up to participate in the Bronze Award and many have already started their journey by becoming active in the Volunteering, Physical and Skill sections of the Award. We wish them every success as they complete these sections and then prepare for the Expedition section that will follow later in the year. We have set them the challenge of achieving a higher completion rate than the Yr11 cohort. 

We are going to introduce the Bronze Award to Year 9 in the second half of the Summer term, so that all pupils who choose to take up the challenge can be enrolled and active over the summer holidays. If you have any questions concerning the Award please do not hesitate to contact Mr Green, either in school or by emailing: dofe@stpaulgl.bham.sch.uk.

GRLPWR (Girl Power)
GRLPWR is an emotional well-being project aimed to raise self-esteem and awareness in girls aged 11-16, giving girls the skills and confidence to reach their potential and flourish in an out of school and throughout life. Over the course, the girls took the time to get to know their true selves.  Each week they completed their work booklets, learning and reading about their character strengths, growth mindsets, thinking patterns, relationships, mindfulness, gratitude and kindness. They then created their own individual pieces of artwork to reflect what they had learnt. The project culminated in a wonderful celebration evening where girls showcased their learning and talents. Congratulations to:
Kelisha Scott 7T, Grace Jackson 7S, Lauren Neason-Clarke 7U, Breanne Crane 9P, Katie Wray 7A, Benedetta Gaeta 7U, Enya Bergin 7S, Casey Myatt 7S, Kathryn Mundodh 7P, Petiya Edwards 10S, Kyra Tait 8A, Ella Anderson 8P,  Kiara McEntee 9P, Helen Drury 10A, Emilia Beddows 8A,  Salma Granil 9U, Ebony Jones 9U, Renai Foster Roantree8A, Sofia Reina-Morris 9L, Amilie Rose 9P, 
We were very grateful for the support of parents, staff and also to Mrs Hodgson, our Vice Chair of Governors for attending the evening. Great thanks must also be given to Miss Davies, Mrs Liddall and to Mrs Scotcher for their inspirational leadership of this project.

World Cancer Day on 4th February:
You will be aware that it is World Cancer Day on the 4th February. As you can imagine, many of our pupils and staff have experience of family and friends suffering from and, in many cases, recovering from cancer. One of the Science lessons next week will aim to ensure that all girls understand what cancer is, how they can help to prevent it, possible treatments for it and the role of Science in our understanding and treating of cancer.  There will also be the opportunity for girls to ask Science teachers about any questions that they have about cancer. Girls will be invited to fill in a card about a loved one who has been affected by cancer and there will be a prayer service in the Chapel to pray for them. In addition, we will be raising money for Cancer Research UK. I fully understand that this is a sensitive issue for all of us, indeed, my own father died of cancer; however, we think it is important that we allow the girls the opportunity to ask questions, educate them about cancer and also give them the hope of medical advances in cancer treatment. 

John Pridmore Visit:
On Tuesday 24th January (the day before the celebration of the conversion of St Paul), Miss Baines, organised for John Pridmore, international speaker and writer of the book “From Gangland to Promised Land” to address Year 9 and Year 11 pupils regarding his own conversion experience. He explained how he nearly killed a man outside a London nightclub just to impress an underworld boss and how, when he encountered God, his life totally and completely changed for the better. After his conversion in 1992 he made his way, to the Bronx in New York, to join the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal and met with Saint Mother Teresa who helped him to love again and to use his story to help others. Year 9 and 11 were spellbound by the honesty and power of his life story and, to quote, one Year 11 said: “John Pridmore is so inspiring. If a man like him can change his life around, we can make little changes in our life too.” 

Patronal Feast:
We had a wonderful celebration of our patronal feast on 25th January and are very grateful to Mrs Browning (Chair of Governors), for her generosity in allowing us a half day to celebrate with St Paul! Each girl was given a prayer card illustrated by Valerie Sokolovsky (11P) with her stunning picture of St Paul standing at the entrance of the school. I have encouraged the girls to keep this card safe because I have no doubt that Valerie, such is her talent, could well be a future Turner Prize winner.

The Masses were inspirational experiences, with an outstanding liturgy and ending with messages of good wishes from Old Girls of St Paul’s to the current girls. One message also included a ‘girl’ apologising to Sr. Hilary for being naughty when she was in school in the 1950s! We felt blessed to be part of the St Paul’s family and to receive the best wishes and prayers of the Old Girls, who pray for us and support us in so many ways.

We are very grateful for all the hard work of Miss Baines, Mr Brookes, Mrs Arnold-Morgan and Sr. Hilary for all their hard work organising the Masses. In particular, great praise must be given to Yasmin Ward (12A) for her beautiful rendition of Amazing Grace and Petiya Edwards (10S) for her stunningly confident leading of the Gloria. Our readers were also superb and read with such clarity and conviction. Well done to: Maisie Hill (8U), Nyadhiel Nyoat (8U), Lily Feeney (8U), Demei Panganiban (8U), Anissa La Touche (10A), Courtney Wood (10S), Ariannah Legas (10T), Finola Byrne (9S) and Celine Ante (7S)  and also thanks to our altar servers Sinead Levack (13P) and Theresa Nguyen (13S), Rosie Kane (7A) and Eleanor Golding(7A).

Josie Oliarnyk winner of the 2017 Omnibus Omnia Award
At the end of the Upper School Mass we had the presentation of the Omnibus Omnia Award to Josie Oliranyk (12S). Each year an award is presented by the Sisters to a pupil in Upper School who personifies our school motto of being “all things to all people” and who fully lives out our school mission. This year saw a record breaking number of nominees for the Omnibus Omnia Award and we were delighted that Sr. Therese (Superior of Vernon Rd Convent and former Headteacher) came with Sr. Ursula, Sr. Anne and Sr. Jude to present the Award to Josie. She is a thoroughly worthy winner for she is consistently positive in her outlook, shows great empathy in her interactions with others; is outstandingly generous in her help of others, including coaching Year 8 pupils each week in PE, whilst also achieving excellent academic success and remarkable sporting success at school, county, country and international levels. She has won accolades for Sports Girl of the Year and Sports Day Outstanding Athlete within school as well as Worcestershire County Champion at 100m, 200m and Long Jump, Midland County Champion for 100m and 200m, English Schools Long Jump champion for 3 years and England winner for 60 metres as well as representing Great Britain at European competitions. Congratulations to Josie, who truly is all things to all people, in her attitude, personal qualities and determination to succeed to be the very best she can be. She joins Miss Randell who was the first recipient of the Award and Miss McCann who was the second to receive the Omnibus Omnia Award when they were pupils.

I end this newsletter with the prayer of St Paul for each us, which we all shared on 25th January:
“You are part of God’s chosen creation,
His saint, He loves you,
and you should be clothed in sincere compassion,
in kindness and humility, gentleness and patience.
May the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a home in you.”
(Letter of St Paul to the Colossians)

I wish you and your family every blessing and thank you for all your support.
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