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MOBILE TELEPHONES
Introduction

The policy on mobile telephones reflects the mission statement to nurture pupil “self-discipline and the right use of freedom.”  With parents and pupils, school recognises the benefits of mobile telephones for personal safety, particularly on pupil journeys to and from school.  Pupils are permitted to bring a mobile telephone into school, but it must not be used in such a way that can cause disruption to other pupils, lessons or the general good order of the school.

In order to prevent confused messages, all telephone communications should be through the school office or a member of staff.  Should parents wish to communicate with their daughter over an important issue they should telephone school so that an appropriate member of staff can speak with the parent and pupil.  Pupils wishing to contact home are expected to make this contact through their Head of Year.  In this way all telephone conversations can be conducted in a calm and controlled manner.

Mobile telephones with a camera or recording facility must not be used to take photographs, videos or recordings without staff permission.  This is to secure the safety and privacy of each member of the school community.  Due to Child Protection issues any breach of this rule will be considered a serious disciplinary matter.
In the event of the mobile telephone going off, being out of the pupil’s bag/pocket or locker without staff permission, will result in it being confiscated.  The confiscated telephone will be placed in a marked envelope by the member of staff confiscating it and brought straight to the Heads of Year room.  It will be switched off and not returned until the parent of the pupil can come to school to sign for it and collect it three days after it has been confiscated, in line with the consent form signed by parents on joining St Paul’s School for Girls supporting this policy. Parents are informed of the confiscation of a mobile phone in writing.
Security of the pupil’s mobile is the responsibility of the pupil.  Parents are encouraged to ensure that mobiles are marked for security and, as with other personal belongings of pupils, are insured.  The mobile phones of Years 7-11 are collected by Form Tutors at morning registration and sent to the office for safe keeping. Each pupil places her phone in a named secure pocket. This is returned to her by her Form Tutor at afternoon registration. Should any pupil be leaving school early for an appointment, trip or visit, her mobile phone is returned to her when she signs out at reception.

Year 12/13 do not hand in their phone, but they are not permitted to use them in lessons or in corridors. They may use them in the library to support study.  In the event of a Year 12/13 pupil not adhering to expectations for acceptable mobile phone usage, she will be asked to hand in her phone to her Head of Year in the morning and it will be returned after school.

Staff may lawfully search electronic devices, without consent or parental permission, if there is a suspicion that the pupil has a device prohibited by school rules, or the staff member has a good reason to suspect the device may be used to: break school rules, cause harm, cause personal injury, commit an offence, damage property or disrupt teaching.
Any data, files or images that are believed to be illegal must be passed to the police as soon as practicable, including pornographic images of children, without deleting them.  Any data, files or images that are not believed to be unlawful, may be deleted or kept as evidence of a breach of the school’s behaviour policy.

In line with the requirements of examination boards, pupils are not allowed to have their mobile telephones in the examination room.  We strictly adhere to and follow JQC procedures prohibiting all mobile devices including wrist watches in every examination room.
In the Pupil Planner there is a short outline of this policy.  Parents are asked to sign the consent form as part of the New Starter paperwork to confirm they have read and support the policy when their daughter joins St Paul’s School for Girls.
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